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Press Release

MAGNETTI BUILDING PRESENTS “OPERA BUILDING”
Restoration, Prefabrication and Design: these are the themes that Magnetti Building is proposing at Design Week 2022

For Milan Design Week 2022, Magnetti Building - a historic company based in Bergamo that recently became part of the Grigolin Group - is presenting a cutting-edge installation to narrate one of its most meaningful projects: the restoration of the façades of the Donizetti Theatre in Bergamo.
From its venue, Superstudio Più located in via Tortona 27, to the selected architectural project, the leitmotif of the event is the desire for development, improvement and innovation through the many opportunities offered by art, technique and ongoing, persevering research.
The city and province of Bergamo, historically and culturally the cradle of building constructors, as well as being home to Magnetti Building, is also an area that, after the difficulties experienced over the last two years, is strongly and passionately expressing its innate desire for beauty, culture, life and the tangible and positive industriousness of its inhabitants.
The Donizetti Theatre, the site of the restoration work, is a place of evolution and art, where past and future meet and intertwine with the aim of continual improvement, and the project has embraced this union perfectly.

The Opera Building installation
The installation presented by Magnetti Building draws attention to the antithesis between prefabrication and restoration techniques and is designed to tell the story of cement and the perfect union between design and construction, historicity and innovation, art and technology, which is expressed to the full in the renovation of the Donizetti Theatre. 
Magnetti Building, which has been operating in the building sector for over two hundred years, oversaw the study and engineering of the covering panels for the Bergamo Theatre, as well as the installation and execution processes of the work by operating on existing historical structures. They consisted of approximately 800 slabs, mainly flat elements of large dimensions but with a reduced thickness of only 3-4 cm. Some of these were then three-dimensionally fabricated for the reproduction of the vertical pilasters on the side elevation of the dressing rooms and multi-purpose rooms.
By means of an immersive and avant-garde installation, Magnetti Building intends to offer an all-encompassing experience, to be lived in the first person through images and music, allowing one to directly experience what is not only an architectural project, but the manifestation of the "genius loci" that is realised, the work taking shape and materiality in space and, concurrently, the material overcoming its own significance and contributing to meaning.
In the display designed for the Superstudio Show event, visitors have the unique opportunity to retrace the history of this restoration through images and sounds, discovering the versatile side of prefabrication and how avant-garde construction techniques have been capable of redeveloping a historical building without affecting its peculiarities and identity. 
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